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Policy H4 Delivering affordable housing

A The strategic target is for 50 per cent of all new homes delivered across 
London to be genuinely affordable. Specific measures to achieve this aim 
include:
1) requiring major developments which trigger affordable housing 

requirements50 to provide affordable housing through the threshold 
approach (Policy H5 Threshold approach to applications)

2) using grant to increase affordable housing delivery beyond the level that 
would otherwise be provided

3) all affordable housing providers with agreements with the Mayor 
delivering at least 50 per cent affordable housing across their 
development programme, and 60 per cent in the case of strategic 
partners51

4) public sector land52 delivering at least 50 per cent affordable housing on 
each site and public sector landowners with agreements with the Mayor 
delivering at least 50 per cent affordable housing across their portfolio

5) industrial land appropriate for residential use in accordance with Policy 
E7 Industrial intensification, co-location and substitution, delivering at 
least 50 per cent affordable housing where the scheme would result in a 
net loss of industrial capacity.

B Affordable housing should be provided on site. Affordable housing must 
only be provided off-site or as a cash in lieu contribution in exceptional 
circumstances.

50 All major development of 10 or more units triggers an affordable housing requirement. 
Boroughs may also require affordable housing contributions from minor housing 
development in accordance with Policy H2 Small sites

51 Strategic partners are affordable housing providers who commit to deliver ambitious 
development programmes through a flexible partnership with the Mayor. Each partnership 
involves at least 1,000 new housing starts, with at least 60 per cent of them genuinely 
affordable.

52 Separate affordable housing requirements apply to estate regeneration schemes on 
public sector land, which are set out in Policy H8 Loss of existing housing and estate 
redevelopment.
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