
Policy E3 Affordable workspace and Policy E8 Sector growth opportunities and 
clusters, and encouraging the temporary use of vacant buildings for creative 
uses. In developing policies and strategies for CEZs, Boroughs should engage 
with local CEZ consortiums, communities and businesses.

Policy HC6 Supporting the night-time economy

A	 Boroughs should develop a vision for the night-time economy, supporting its 
growth and diversification, in particular within strategic areas of night-time 
activity (see Table A1.1 and Figure 7.6), building on the Mayor’s Vision for 
London as a 24-Hour City.129 

B	 In Development Plans, town centre strategies and planning decisions, 
boroughs should:
1)	 promote the night-time economy, where appropriate, particularly in the 

Central Activities Zone, strategic areas of night-time activity, and town 
centres where public transport such as the Night Tube and Night Buses 
are available

2)	 improve access, inclusion and safety, and make the public realm 
welcoming for all night-time economy users and workers

3)	 diversify the range of night-time activities, including extending the 
opening hours of existing daytime facilities such as shops, cafés, 
libraries, galleries and museums

4)	 address the cumulative impact of high concentrations of licensed 
premises on anti-social behaviour, noise pollution, health and wellbeing 
and other issues for residents and nearby uses, and seek ways to 
diversify and manage these areas

5)	 ensure night-time economy venues are well-served with safe and 
convenient night-time transport

6)	 protect and support evening and night-time cultural venues such as 
pubs, night clubs, theatres, cinemas, music and other arts venues.

C	 Promoting management of the night-time economy through an integrated 
approach to planning and licensing, out-of-hours servicing and deliveries, 
safety and security, and environmental and cleansing services should 

129	 https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/arts-and-culture/arts-and-culture-publications/
londons-first-ever-24-hour-vision
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be supported. Boroughs should work closely with stakeholders such as 
neighbouring boroughs, the police, local businesses, patrons, workers and 
residents.

34

6

7.6.1	 The night-time economy refers to all economic activity taking place between 
the hours of 6pm and 6am, and includes evening uses. Night-time economic 
activities include eating, drinking, entertainment, shopping and spectator 
sports, as well as hospitality, cleaning, wholesale and distribution, transport and 
medical services, which employ a large number of night-time workers.

7.6.2	 The night-time economy is becoming increasingly important to London’s 
economy. The Mayor is keen to promote London as a 24-hour global city, 
taking advantage of London’s competitive edge and attractiveness for 
businesses and people looking to expand beyond the usual daytime economy 
into night-time economic opportunities. However, 24-hour activities are not 
suitable for every part of London, and boroughs should balance the needs of 
local residents in all parts of London with the economic benefits of promoting a 
night-time economy.

7.6.3	 London’s night-time economy is generally focused in the Central Activities 
Zone (CAZ) and within town centres across the city. Different areas of night-
time activity function at different scales and have different catchments. They 
have been classified, as set out in Table A1.1 and Figure 7.6, into three broad 
categories:

	• NT1 – Areas of international or national significance
	• NT2 – Areas of regional or sub-regional significance
	• NT3 – Areas with more than local significance

7.6.4	 Each night-time economy area will have its own character, which should be 
recognised and supported in order to maintain the rich diversity of London’s 
night-time economy. Areas of international or national significance play a 
crucial role in putting London on the world stage, bringing internationally-
renowned culture, performers and productions. Regional and sub-regional areas 
attract visitors from across and beyond London, and often have one or more 
larger venues and a mature night-time economy. These are generally in London’s 
larger town centres. Areas with more than local significance draw visitors from 
other parts of London and tend to feature smaller venues and premises.

7.6.5	 In addition, there are some town centres where the night-time economy serves 
the local area as well as other specific locations – such as London’s wholesale 
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