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Policy G5 Urban greening

A

8.5.1

8.5.2

8.5.3

Major development proposals should contribute to the greening of London
by including urban greening as a fundamental element of site and building
design, and by incorporating measures such as high-quality landscaping
(including trees), green roofs, green walls and nature-based sustainable
drainage.

Boroughs should develop an Urban Greening Factor (UGF) to identify the
appropriate amount of urban greening required in new developments. The
UGF should be based on the factors set out in Table 8.2, but tailored to local
circumstances. In the interim, the Mayor recommends a target score of 0.4
for developments that are predominately residential, and a target score of 0.3
for predominately commercial development (excluding B2 and B8 uses).

Existing green cover retained on site should count towards developments
meeting the interim target scores set out in (B) based on the factors set out in
Table 8.2.

The inclusion of urban greening measures in new development will result in

an increase in green cover, and should be integral to planning the layout and
design of new buildings and developments. This should be considered from the
beginning of the design process.

Urban greening covers a wide range of options including, but not limited to,
street trees, green roofs, green walls, and rain gardens. It can help to meet other
policy requirements and provide a range of benefits including amenity space,
enhanced biodiversity, addressing the urban heat island effect, sustainable
drainage and amenity — the latter being especially important in the most
densely developed parts of the city where traditional green space is limited.
The management and ongoing maintenance of green infrastructure should be
considered and secured through the planning system where appropriate.

A number of cities have successfully adopted a ‘green space factor’ to
encourage more and better urban greening. The Mayor has developed a
generic Urban Greening Factor model to assist boroughs and developers in
determining the appropriate provision of urban greening for new developments.
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